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Oct. 14, 1922 – Feb. 9, 1945
22 years, 3 months, 26 days

Lt. Stump joined the United States Army Air Corps on March 27, 1943 at 
age 20 and was a member of 8th Air Force stationed in England.

“Information has been received indicating that Lieutenant Stump was 
killed when his bomber collided with another aircraft at the end 
of the runway at his base in England.  Lieutenant Stump was a crew 
member of a heavy bomber which had completed a mission to Magde-
burg, Germany.  All members of your son’s crew were killed in the col-

lision.”

2nd Lt. Max Stump trained stateside as a Navigator for a Heavy 
Bomber.  As one of four officers assigned to a heavy bomber he 
was tasked specifically with the plotting navigational charts to and 
from bombing missions.  He would have to take into account en-
emy anti-aircraft locations, wind speed and direction as well as a 
host of other variables when planning each mission.   

 Stump was later promoted to 1st Lt during his service as a Navi-
gator on a B-24 Liberator assigned to the 734th Bomb Squadron, 
453rd Bomb Group, 8th Air Force.   His Bomb Group was as-
signed to Old Buckenham Airfield in England.  
 
While flying combat missions out of “Old Buck” he undoubtedly 
came to know the Group’s Operations Officer a tall slender actor 
from Hollywood named Major Jimmy Stewart.  Also serving in 
the same unit was a 24 year old waist gunner from New York who 
later became a household name-Walter Matthau.    

While returning from their 27th mission, Stump’s plane collided 
with another damaged Liberator less than 100 yards from the run-
way.  Stump and the other 10 men aboard his plane were killed in 
the crash.   

The 453rd flew its last combat mission only two months later as 
the war in Europe drew to a close.   The remains of 1st Lt Stump 
and many of his crewmates and friends are buried in the Ameri-
can Cemetery in Cambridge England.  The United States Army Air 
Forces lost over 88,000 crewmembers during WWII.  
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